Harringworth Parish Council 

(“The Council”)

Parish Burial Ground [Adjoining St. John’s Churchyard] 

[“The Cemetery”)

REGULATIONS

GENERAL
1. All visitors to the Cemetery must keep to the walks, except when visiting a particular grave, and shall observe proper decorum in all respects.

2. Both smoking and cycling in the Cemetery are strictly forbidden. Dogs must be kept on a leash and dog owners are responsible for the clearing up any dog mess from their animal. 
3. No vehicle (this includes mechanical excavators) will be permitted in any part of the Cemetery without the Council's prior approval.

4. Whilst in the cemetery, no mason or other businessperson will be permitted to tout for or solicit orders, exhibit designs or distribute business cards. 

5. All trees, plants or flowers that are the property of the Council, must not be used for any unauthorised purpose. No trees, plants, or flowers of any kind may be taken out of the Cemetery without the Council's permission.

6. Whilst in the Cemetery, persons shall conduct themselves in an appropriate manner and therefore any violent or indecent behaviour that would prevent, interrupt or delay the decent and solemn burial of any body is strictly prohibited.

7.  The Cemetery and its burials are placed under the Council’s care whose duty it is to preserve order at all times, and especially when burials take place.

8. The Council or its authorised representative may remove from the Cemetery any persons infringing these Regulations or otherwise misconducting themselves.

BURIALS

9. Notice of any burial must be given on the prescribed form, signed by the responsible person, to the Parish Clerk. At least 72 hours notice is required before the time of the proposed burial (exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and public holidays), except in cases of death from infectious disease or

other interments required immediately upon the production of a medical or Coroner's certificate.

10. In all cases the relevant certificate, on the prescribed form, from the Registrar of deaths, Coroner, surgeon & / or registered or certified midwife must be produced. These certificates must also be handed to the officiating Minister or to the authorised representative of the Council before any burial can take place.

11. The selection of any grave space is to be subject to the Council’s approval. 

12. Except in the case of the burial of two or more members of the same family, only one body shall be buried in any single grave.

13. The right of burial in the Cemetery shall be limited to those people who have or have had a connection with this parish by way of residence, family, or worship.

14.  The depth of every grave will be subject to the regulations of the Council. No grave shall be deepened after the first burial.

15.  Under no circumstances will a coffin be buried where any part of the coffin is at a depth less than three feet below the level of the ground.

16. Under no circumstances will a coffin be buried in a grave unless it is effectually separated from any other coffin already in that grave by no less than a 15 cm. (6in. layer of earth).

17. When any grave is re‑opened for a further burial, any human remains previously buried therein shall not be disturbed or removed.

18. No grave may be dug or other work undertaken in the Cemetery except with the Council’s prior consent & shall be completed to the Council’s satisfaction. 

19.  Arrangements for the attendance of a Minister of Religion must be made by the relatives or the funeral director, and the Council accepts no responsibility in connection therewith.

20.  The time arranged for a burial must be the time at which the cortege is to arrive at the Cemetery and therefore must be strictly adhered to.

21. The Council reserves the right to refuse a burial, if it conflicts with the Cemetery's operational requirements.

EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS OF BURIAL

22. The Council may grant the exclusive rights of burial in any grave space(s) on submission of an application for the purpose.

23. Such rights shall not be transferred to anyone without the Council’s written consent.

24. No grave in respect of which the exclusive rights of burial have been granted shall be opened without the previous consent in writing from the owner of those rights, his executor, or agent.

ADMINISTRATION

39.
All fees and charges due to the Council must be paid to the Parish Clerk at the time of giving the Notice of Interment. Cheques should be made payable to Harringworth Parish Council. The Council expressly forbids and will not accept any other payment, gratuity, gift, inducement, or reward of any kind being made or offered to any of its officers or employees. All such persons are prohibited from entering any arrangement whatsoever with anyone for the execution of any private work within the Cemetery.

40. Plans showing the Cemetery’s division for burials, children’s burials and the interment of cremated remains are available from the Parish Clerk from whom copies of the table-of-fees may also be obtained.

41. A Register of burials and graves will be kept by the Parish Clerk. A search may be made & extracts obtained on request.

42. These Regulations are made by the Council to ensure that all burials within the Cemetery are conducted in a decent and solemn manner, and the proper administration of the Cemetery. The Council may at its discretion, relax, alter or vary these Regulations in any particular instance and shall not be under any liability to any person by reason of these Regulations.

43. The Council reserves the right to alter the tables of fees and charges, from time to time.

APPENDIX “A”

RULES FOR MEMORIALS

The following rules are intended for the guidance of applicants and monumental masons. Designs that do not comply with these rules may be submitted to the Parish Clerk. The submission, that must include a full specification, will be considered by a panel of Parish Councillors who will make recommendations to the Parish Council, whose decision will be final.

1. Headstones for interred remains

1. 1 Size

Height: maximum 36 inches, minimum 18 inches
Width:
maximum 36 inches, minimum 20 inches
Thickness: maximum 6 inches, minimum 3 inches (for slate 38mrn)

1.2 Shape

The sides of the memorial shall be straight and parallel and the top shall be either straight or curved. Any other shape or object to be considered by the Parish Council must be the subject of a detailed application.

1.3 Base and Foundation Slab

A base shall be an integral part of the design. It shall not project more than 4 inches beyond the headstone in any direction.

A foundation below the base must be completely below ground level.

Other appropriate means of fixing the memorial to the ground may be used, provided that they are completely below ground level.


1.4 Materials

Memorials shall be made of dark grey natural stone or of hardwood of natural colour.

The front surface of stones may be polished, other surfaces shall be matt.

Where other coloured stones are proposed, the specification shall be provided with the application and may only be used subject to the agreement of the Parish Council. The use of black stone is specifically proscribed.

1.5 Sculpture, Statuary and Carving 

The Council may approve a memorial, which includes an appropriate sculpture, or carving on the front surface, provided it does not extend beyond one fifth of the front surface area. Such approval requires prior submission of the design details. See also 3. 1. Freestanding sculpture or statuary is not permitted.

1.6 Any grave provided by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

These distinctive memorials are permitted, although they are smaller than the minimum size specified in section 1. 1

1.7 Cross or Analogous Emblem

The design and material, wood or stone, of such an emblem must be submitted to the

Council for approval and shall not exceed 48 inches. high & 36 inches. wide.

1.8 Temporary Cross or Analogous Emblem 

During the period between burial and subsequent erection of a permanent memorial, the grave may be marked by a small temporary wooden emblem, not more than 18 inches. high & 12 inches wide. It may carry a plaque stating the name & date of death of the deceased. Any temporary cross and plaque shall be removed when the permanent memorial is installed.

1.9 Inscriptions

1.9.1 Inscriptions shall be simple and reverent. Where the proposed wording is in addition to the date of birth, date of death and name of the deceased, it shall be submitted for approval by the Parish Council.

1.9.2 The inscription may be incised or in relief and if not the colour of the background material, it may be a shade lighter or darker. Metallic inserted lettering may be used.

1.9.3 Informal or abbreviated references to relatives may only be permitted at the discretion of the Parish Council.

1.9.4 Inscriptions added at a later date to those already on a memorial shall be of the same style and layout.

1. 10 Trademarks

No trademarks are permitted. The mason's name may be inscribed at the bottom of the reverse side of the memorial. The height of the lettering shall not be greater than ½ inch.
2. Cremated Remains

2.1 Cremated remains shall be interred in the area set aside for this purpose or in an existing grave.

2.2 A suitable addition may be made to the inscription on an existing memorial.

2.3 The interment may be marked by a stone tablet laid flush with the ground, not greater in size than 16 inches. by 16 inches.

2.4 The materials and finish must comply with those specified in section 1.

2.5 The inscription shall include only the name and the dates of birth & death of the deceased. Any other inscription shall be at the discretion of the Parish Council.

3. Flowers

The memorial may include an, integral flower receptacle, complying with the requirements of section 1 in respect of material.

See also, the section above on the maintenance of graves & memorials.
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